Philippians 1:12-18 God Can Use Every Circumstance for His Glory
August 23

Think back over your life. Has there ever been a difficult time that God later
used for something good? What happened?

Understanding the Passage

1. What had happened to Paul when he wrote this letter? Read Philippians
1:12-13. Where was Paul? How had his imprisonment actually helped
spread the gospel?

2. How did Paul's courage affect other believers? Read Philippians 1:14.
What did other Christians begin doing because of Paul's example?
Why do you think they became more confident?

3. What different reasons did people have for preaching Christ?
Read Philippians 1:15-17. What motives were good? What motives were
wrong? How did Paul describe both groups?

4. Why was Paul still able to rejoice? Read Philippians 1:18. What
mattered most to Paul? Why didn't he allow the wrong motives of others
to steal his joy?



Applying the Passage

5. When life doesn't go the way we planned, how can we trust that God is
still at work? Can you think of a time when God brought something good
out of a hard situation?

6. How can our faith encourage others the way Paul's faith encouraged the
believers in Rome? Who might be watching how we respond to difficult
times?

7. Why is it important to examine our own motives for serving the Lord?
Are we serving to bring attention to ourselves, or to point people to Jesus?

8. Paul found joy because Christ was being preached. What helps us keep
our focus on Christ instead of becoming discouraged by people or
circumstances?

9. What is one difficult situation in your life right now that you can begin
praying about differently this week? How can our small group pray with
you and encourage you to trust God's plan?



