Philippians 1:3-8 A Healthy Church Has a Heart Like Christ August 9

If you could write a thank-you note to one person who has helped you
grow in your faith, who would it be and why?

Understanding the Passage
1. What was Paul's attitude whenever he remembered the believers in
Philippi? Read Philippians 1:3—-4. What words describe Paul's attitude?

2. What does Paul mean by their "partnership in the gospel"?
Read Philippians 1:5. How had the Philippian believers partnered with
Paul?

3. What promise does Paul give in Philippians 1:6? Who began the "good
work" in believers? When will God's work in His people be completed?

4. How does Paul describe his relationship with the Philippian believers?
Read Philippians 1:7-8. What words or phrases show the depth of Paul's
love for them? Why was their relationship so strong?



Applying the Passage
5. Who are some people in your life that you regularly thank God for?
How could you encourage one of those people this week?

6. How can our prayers become more joyful and less focused only on
problems? What would it look like to thank God for what He is doing in
other people's lives?

7. In what ways are we/you currently partnering in the work of the gospel?

8. Philippians 1:6 reminds us that God is still working in us. Where have
you seen God helping you grow over the past few years?

9. Paul loved the Philippians with "the affection of Christ Jesus." How can
our church family better demonstrate Christ's love to those who are lonely,
hurting, or discouraged?

"How can | help make our church more like the church Paul describes in
Philippians 1:3-87?"






